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t e r m  m e m b e r  p r o g r a m

The Stephen M. Kellen Term Member Pro-

gram engages promising young leaders in a sustained conversation on international aff airs and 

U.S. foreign policy. Each year a new class of term members—individuals between the ages of 

30 and 36—is elected to fi ve-year membership. Th e Term Member Program allows younger 

members to interact with foreign policy experts as well as participate in a wide variety of events 

designed especially for them. Committees of term members in New York and Washington, 

DC, serve as advisory bodies to the Council leadership and provide opportunities for term 

members to help create programs of particular interest to their fellow young members.

Th e year began with over sixty term members 

convening in both New York and Washington, 

DC, for brainstorming sessions to determine what 

issues the program should tackle during its events 

throughout the year. In November, the Tenth Annual 

Term Member Conference, “Perspectives: Iraq and 

Beyond,” drew over 200 term members from across 

the country and around the world to New York for 

two days. Sessions at the conference ranged in scope 

from Iraq’s present and future, to the rise of China, 

the role of the military in humanitarian assistance, 

fi nance and trade, the impact of high oil prices, and 

nonproliferation issues.

Th e program was also highlighted in a Bloomberg 

media article titled “Wall Street’s New Prize: Park 

Avenue Club House with World View.” Council 

President Richard N. Haass was quoted as saying, “It’s 

hard to imagine there are a lot more people out there 

who are more accomplished at their age,” and Coun-

cil Chairman Peter G. Peterson explained the ratio-

nale behind Council President Emeritus Leslie H. 
Gelb’s reemphasis of the program in the early nine-

ties: “One of our prime responsibilities was to develop 

a new generation of foreign policy citizens.”

With over fi fty events this past year, the term 

members enjoyed a full range of activities, including 

four off -site trips. Seven roundtables dominated the 

schedule, touching on topics such as intelligence re-

form, immigration policy, economic development and 

the private sector, and humanitarian assistance. Term 

members met with authors Bernard-Henri Lévy and 

Steven V. Brock, Walid G. Chamoun, and Kristin D. Rechberger with Council 

International Aff airs Fellow Samantha Power at the 2006 Term Member 

Conference.


