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s p e c i a l  i n i t i a t i v e s

The Special Initiatives section identifi es 

Council programs, publications, and other eff orts from the past year that deserve particular 

recognition. Included in this year’s group are the Council’s outreach eff orts, Task Forces, Coun-

cil Special Reports, and the Maurice R. Greenberg Center for Geoeconomic Studies. Each of 

these initiatives made signifi cant contributions to the Council’s mission in 2005–2006.

Th is year the Council spearheaded a broad set of 

outreach activities targeted at three constituencies 

whose voices are increasingly important to the na-

tional foreign policy debate: educators and students, 

congregational and religious leaders, and state and 

local offi  cials.

Th e Academic Outreach Initiative, launched a year 

ago, is designed to connect the academic community 

to the Council’s research and analysis. With the 

guidance of the Academic Advisory Group, chaired 

by Pepperdine University Professor Dan Caldwell, 

the Council off ered an Academic Conference Call 

Series, made possible in part by a generous grant 

from the Carnegie Corporation of New York. Th ese 

calls give students and professors the opportunity to 

talk with Council fellows and Foreign Aff airs authors. 

Th e Council continued to build its online library of 

customizable academic packages, or modules, to assist 

educators in developing course syllabi. Th ese modules 

are organized around a primary Council text and 

include teaching notes written by the author, second-

ary source readings, related transcripts, video and 

audio fi les of Council meetings, and Foreign Aff airs 
articles—all accessible in a special “For Educators” 

section on the Council’s website.

Th e Council’s Religion and Foreign Policy Initia-

tive seeks to deepen the understanding of the infl u-

ence of religion on U.S. foreign policy and to serve 

as a source of information and analysis for religious 

and congregational leaders and thinkers. Th is year 

the Council increased its programming for members 

through a series of meetings on “Religion and Foreign 

Policy,” which featured speakers such as the Rever-

end Dr. Richard D. Land, president of the Southern 

Baptist Convention’s Ethics and Religious Liberty 

Commission, former Secretary of State Madeleine 

K. Albright, American University’s Chair of Islamic 

Studies Akbar Ahmed, and authors Karen Arm-

strong and Reza Aslan. It also launched a dedicated 

conference call series that gave religious and congrega-

tional leaders the opportunity to interact with Council 

Senior Fellows David G. Victor on climate change 

o u t r e a c h
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and Rachel Bronson on religion and 

Saudi Arabia. Task Force Director 

Princeton N. Lyman and Task Force 

member Helene D. Gayle discussed 

their report More Th an Humanitarian-

ism: A Strategic U.S. Approach Toward 

Africa with World Vision representa-

tives at their headquarters in the Se-

attle, Washington, area.

Th e State and Local Offi  cials Ini-

tiative provides a forum for nonparti-

san discussion of pressing international 

issues—from homeland security to 

immigration and trade—that aff ect 

the priorities and agendas of state 

and local governments. Council staff  

met with representatives of the Re-

publican and Democratic Governors 

Associations in Washington, DC, to 

exchange ideas on how the Council can better serve 

as a resource for this constituency. Th e Council began 

a conference call series with its fellows—including 

Laurie Garrett on pandemic fl u preparedness and 

Stephen E. Flynn on homeland security—to brief 

state and local offi  cials. It launched a monthly email 

bulletin and sent select Council publications to gov-

ernors, mayors, and other state and local offi  cials, 

including the summary of the Council’s November 

2005 pandemic fl u conference. Th is summary led 

to the inclusion of the July/August 2005 Foreign Af-

fairs issue on pandemic fl u at the Commonwealth of 

Virginia’s fi rst summit on this topic.

Th e Council also made select New York and 

Washington, DC, meetings available to academics, 

religious and congregational leaders, and state and 

local offi  cials via teleconferences and webcasts. Out-

reach is an important part of the Council’s overall 

mission and has the potential to make a signifi cant 

contribution to American public and civic life.

s p e c i a l  i n i t i a t i v e s

International Rescue Committee President George E. Rupp and Council Board member and former 

Secretary of State Madeleine K. Albright at a “Religion and Foreign Policy” series meeting on her book, 

Th e Mighty and the Almighty: Refl ections on America, God, and World Aff airs.

Mississippi Governor Haley Barbour, Arizona Governor Janet A. Napolitano, and Houston Mayor William H. White in a plenary session titled “Foreign Policy 

from the State House and City Hall” at the 2006 National Conference.
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Th e Council sponsors an Independent Task Force 

when an issue of critical importance to U.S. foreign 

policy arises that might benefi t from in-depth, non-

partisan analysis. A group, diverse in background and 

perspective, is convened to reach a policy consensus 

through private deliberations. Task Forces also draw 

on the expertise of Council membership through a 

series of review meetings held in New York, Wash-

ington, DC, and other major cities. Task Forces are 

independent of the Council and solely responsible for 

the content of their reports.

For the release of each Task Force report, the 

Council tailors a specifi c outreach strategy designed to 

engage appropriate audiences. Planning for these out-

reach eff orts begins during Task Force deliberations 

and continues in the weeks following publication.

Under the stewardship of Lee Feinstein, senior fel-

low and executive director of the Task Force program, 

the Council published three Independent Task Force 

reports in 2005–2006. Two additional Task Forces 

are currently under way.

Former National Security Advisers Samuel R. 

Berger and Brent Scowcroft released In the Wake 

of War: Improving U.S. Post-Confl ict Capabilities in 

July 2005. Th eir Task Force concluded that nation-

building is not just a humanitarian concern but a 

critical national security priority, and recommended a 

series of policy and organizational changes to develop 

civilian and military capacity to conduct stabilization 

operations. Th e chairs summarized their fi ndings in 

a Washington Post op-ed, coauthored an article based 

on the Task Force’s work for the fall 2005 issue of the 

National Interest, and discussed their fi ndings on the 

Charlie Rose Show after the report was released. Th e 

New York Times also reported on the Task Force’s rec-

ommendations, as did various newswires and other 

publications. Five months after the Independent 

Task Force on Post-Confl ict Capabilities released its 

report, the Department of Defense adopted one of its 

central recommendations: to establish stability opera-

tions as a “strategic priority for the armed forces” and 

to put it on a level with war-fi ghting in terms of doc-

trine and training. William L. Nash, the Council’s 

General John W. Vessey senior fellow for confl ict 

prevention and director of the Center for Preventive 

Action, served as the Task Force’s project director, 

t a s k  f o r c e s
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Africa Task Force Chairs Anthony Lake and Christine Todd Whitman with Project Directors Princeton N. Lyman and J. Stephen Morrison at the rollout of their report.
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with Mona K. Sutphen, managing director of Stone-

bridge International, LLC, as deputy director.

Former National Security Adviser Anthony Lake 

and former Environmental Protection Agency Ad-

ministrator Christine Todd Whitman released their 

report, More Th an Humanitarianism: A Strategic U.S. 

Approach Toward Africa, in December 2005. Th e 

Task Force found that “a policy based on humanitar-

ian concerns alone serves neither U.S. interests nor 

Africa’s,” and suggested a comprehensive approach 

toward the continent that takes into account growing 

U.S. strategic interests in Africa, including assur-

ing reliable energy supplies, combating terrorism, 

reducing confl ict, controlling pandemic diseases, and 

enlarging the worldwide community of democra-

cies. Th e Task Force project directors, Ralph Bunche 

Senior Fellow for Africa Policy Studies Princeton N. 

Lyman and Center for Strategic and International 

Studies Africa Program Director J. Stephen Morri-

son, briefed Council members and others in ten major 

U.S. cities as well as London and Paris. Th e Council 

also hosted a special event in New York in January 

with leading Africa scholars and practitioners. In 

addition, the Task Force leaders presented their fi nd-

ings at Howard, Princeton, Northwestern, and other 

universities; briefed senior U.S. government offi  cials; 

and met with more than a dozen members of Con-

gress. Th e report remains one of the most frequently 

downloaded publications on CFR.org.

In their report, Russia’s Wrong Direction: What the 

United States Can and Should Do, former Senator John 

Edwards (D-NC) and former Secretary of Housing 

and Urban Development Jack Kemp concluded that 

growing authoritarianism in Russia and the increas-

ing number of disagreements between Washington 

and Moscow make a “strategic partnership” unrealis-

s p e c i a l  i n i t i a t i v e s

Th e Russia Task Force report’s fi ndings and recommendations were covered 

by virtually every major newspaper in the United States and Europe.

Russia Task Force Chairs Jack Kemp and John Edwards on NBC’s Meet the Press, March 2006, releasing the Russia Task Force report.


