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Liaquat Ahamed’s Lords of Finance Wins CFR’s 2010 Arthur Ross Book Award 
June 22, 2010—Lords of Finance: The Bankers Who Broke the World (The Penguin Press), by Liaquat Ahamed, has won CFR’s ninth annual Arthur Ross Book Award for the best book published on international affairs. Ahamed will receive $15,000 and be honored at the CFR on June 23.
“The ‘Lords of Finance’ were the four central bankers whose mistaken remedies transformed a traditional recession into the Great Depression that set the stage for World War II. Vividly told, the story illuminates ominous parallels between the economic crises of the 1930s and the fiscal emergencies of today,” said Foreign Affairs Editor James F. Hoge Jr., who chaired the selection committee. 

The silver medal and a prize of $7,500 have been awarded to Seth G. Jones for In the Graveyard of Empires: America’s War in Afghanistan (W.W. Norton & Company). 

The jury also awarded an honorable mention and $2,500 to Gérard Prunier for Africa’s World War: Congo, the Rwandan Genocide, and the Making of a Continental Catastrophe (Oxford University Press). 
Additional shortlist nominees included Dan Reiter for How Wars End (Princeton University Press), and Eugene Rogan for The Arabs: A History (Basic Books).

CFR’s Arthur Ross Book Award is a significant award for a book on international affairs. It was endowed by Arthur Ross in 2001 to honor nonfiction works, in English or translation, that merit special attention for bringing forth new information that changes our understanding of events or problems, developing analytical approaches that allow new and different insights into critical issues, or providing new ideas that help resolve foreign policy problems.
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