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Lee Feinstein is senior fellow for U.S. foreign policy and international law at the Council on Foreign 
Relations. Feinstein was senior adviser for peacekeeping and peace enforcement policy in the Office of the 
Secretary of Defense from 1994–95. He served as a member and associate director of the policy planning 
staff under Secretary of State Warren Christopher and as principal deputy director of policy planning under 
Secretary of State Madeleine K. Albright.  
 
Feinstein served as a human rights adviser on the 2005 congressionally mandated Task Force on U.S. 
Interests and the United Nations, chaired by Newt Gingrich and George Mitchell, and was a principal drafter 
of that report. He was co-director of Enhancing U.S. Relations with the UN, an independent task force 
sponsored by the Council on Foreign Relations and Freedom House in 2002. His articles on national security 
and foreign policy have appeared in Foreign Affairs, the National Interest, the Financial Times, the Los 
Angeles Times, the Washington Post, and other publications. He is the author of Beyond Dafur:  What Is 
Needed to Prevent Mass Atrocities, a Council on Foreign Relations Special Report, published January 2007.  
Feinstein is a frequent guest commentator on television and radio and a regular contributor to TPMCafe. He 
serves on the board of directors of the private Arms Control Association, and is a member of the Council on 
Foreign Relations. He is admitted to the practice of law in New York and Washington, DC.  
 
Mr. Feinstein has also been a visiting scholar at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, a 
transatlantic fellow at the German Marshall Fund, assistant director for research of the Arms Control 
Association, and adjunct professor at the City University of New York and the Elliott School of International 
Affairs at George Washington University. He holds a law degree from Georgetown University, and a 
Master’s degree in political science from the Graduate Center of the City University of New York. Mr. 
Feinstein speaks French and Russian. Born on Long Island in 1959, he lives with his wife, son, and daughter 
in McLean, Virginia.  
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