
CHARLES DANIEL FERGUSON II, PH.D. 
 

513 Sixth Street, NE      Council on Foreign Relations 
Washington, DC 20002      1770 Massachusetts Ave., NW 
Phone: (202) 544-2086      Washington, DC 20036    
E-mail: charles.ferguson.1997@alum.bu.edu    Phone: (202) 518-3451 

   Fax: (202) 986-2984 
    E-mail: cferguson@cfr.org 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 Council on Foreign Relations, Washington, DC, office, 2004-present 
 Fellow for Science and Technology 

• Conducting research focused on the nexus of science and foreign policy. Current research interests include 
global use of nuclear energy, U.S. nuclear weapons policy, the nonproliferation regime, Iran’s nuclear 
program, and radiological and nuclear terrorism. 

• Leading a project to find ways to stop the leakage of nuclear technology into future nuclear weapons 
programs. 

• Advising the Council’s science, technology, and foreign policy program.  
• Supervising and mentoring a research associate.  

 
The Johns Hopkins University, Washington, DC, campus, 2005-present 
Advanced Academic Programs, Zanvyl Krieger School of Arts and Sciences 
Lecturer (Adjunct Professor) 

• Teaching a graduate level course titled “Technologies of Weapons of Mass Destruction” for the Homeland 
Security Certificate Program 

 
Georgetown University, Washington, DC, 2005-present 
Security Studies Program, Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service 
Adjunct Assistant Professor 

• Teaching a graduate level course titled “Nuclear Technologies and Security” 
 

 Monterey Institute of International Studies, Washington, DC, office, 2002-2004 
 Center for Nonproliferation Studies 
 Scientific Consultant   2004-present 

Scientist-in-Residence   2002-2004 
• Taught for three years, as an adjunct professor, a graduate level Monterey Institute course on missile and 

nuclear weapons technologies to graduate students. 
• Advised the Center’s staff on physical science aspects of CNS’s nonproliferation programs. 
• Analyzed and conducted peer review of CNS’s Country Profiles Database on the Nuclear Threat Initiative 

Web site. 
• Wrote articles for print and Web site (both CNS and Nuclear Threat Initiative sites) publication.  
• Contributed, as a writer and peer reviewer, to the NIS Export Control Observer. 
• Co-directed (with Dr. William Potter) the Different Faces of Nuclear Terrorism Project that systematically 

assessed nuclear and radiological terrorism.  
• Worked with the National Nuclear Security Administration’s Office of International Nuclear Material 

Protection and Cooperation (NA-25) to develop the Department of Energy’s Action Plan on international 
radiological materials security. Advised the U.S. government and New York City government officials on 
radioactive and nuclear materials security. 

• Supervised and mentored several research assistants, interns, and Herbert Scoville, Jr., Peace Fellows. 
 
 United States Department of State, Washington, DC, 2000-2002 
 Bureau of Nonproliferation, Office of the Senior Coordinator for Nuclear Safety  
 Foreign Affairs Officer  

• Coordinated, in conjunction with the Senior Coordinator for Nuclear Safety and representatives of 
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• Charles D. Ferguson and William C. Potter with Amy Sands, Leonard S. Spector, and Fred C. Wehling, The 

Four Faces of Nuclear Terrorism (New York: Routledge, 2005), 376 pp. 
 
Reports 

• Charles D. Ferguson, Nuclear Energy: Balancing Benefits and Risks, Council Special Repot No. 28, Council on 
Foreign Relations, April 2007, 36 pp. 

• Leonard W. Connell, Lawrence C. Trost, Susan W. Longley, and Charles Ferguson, Self-Contained Irradiators 
in the United States: Risk of Terrorist Acquisition and Use for Radiological Dispersal Devices (RDD), Sandia 
Report, SAND2006-3703, Unclassified Controlled Nuclear Information, Sandia National Laboratories, June 
2006.  

• Michael A. Levi and Charles D. Ferguson, U.S.-India Nuclear Cooperation: A Strategy for Moving Forward, 
Council Special Report No. 16, Council on Foreign Relations, June 2006, 26 pp. 
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Enriched Uranium in the Civilian and Naval Sectors, Nuclear Threat Initiative Report, March 2006 
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• Charles D. Ferguson and William C. Potter, Improvised Nuclear Devices and Nuclear Terrorism, Occasional 
Paper No. 2, The Weapons of Mass Destruction Commission, Stockholm, Sweden, May 2004, 35 pp. 

• Charles D. Ferguson, Tahseen Kazi, and Judith Perera, Commercial Radioactive Sources: Surveying the Security 
Risks, Occasional Paper No. 11, Center for Nonproliferation Studies, Monterey Institute of International Studies, 
January 2003, 83 pp.; the Executive Summary was reprinted in English and French in the publication “Nuclear 
Terrorism,” Disarmament Forum, No. 2, UNIDIR, 2003, pp. 23-28. 
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• Charles D. Ferguson, “WMD Terrorism,” to be published in the forthcoming book Combating Weapons of Mass 
Destruction: The Future of International Non-Proliferation Policy, edited by Nathan Busch and Daniel Joyner 
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• Charles D. Ferguson, “Psychologically Immunizing the Public against Radiological Terrorism: Facts can Free 
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Terrorism (Dordrecht, the Netherlands: NATO Science Series, Kluwer Academic Publishers, 2007). 

• Charles D. Ferguson, “Assessing the Vulnerability of the Indian Civilian Nuclear Program to Military and 
Terrorist Attack,” Chapter 5 in Gauging U.S.-Indian Strategic Cooperation, ed. Henry Sokolski (Carlisle, PA: 
Strategic Studies Institute, 2007), pp. 131-186. 

• Charles D. Ferguson, “Preventing Nuclear Terrorism,” Chapter 14 in The Forgotten Homeland: A Century 
Foundation Task Force Report, task force chairmen, Richard A. Clarke and Rand Beers, with eds., Steve N. 
Simon and Robert K. Knake (New York: The Century Foundation Press, 2006). 

• Charles D. Ferguson, Evan S. Medeiros, and Phillip C. Saunders, “Chinese Tactical Nuclear Weapons,” Chapter 
7 in Tactical Nuclear Weapons: Emergent Threats in an Evolving Security Environment, eds. Brian Alexander 
and Alistair Millar (Washington, DC: Brassey’s, Inc., 2003). 

• Charles D. Ferguson, “Toward a System Dynamical Model of Russian Nuclear Submarine Dismantlement 
Barriers,” pp. 393-402 in Remaining Issues in the Decommissioning of Nuclear Powered Vessels, eds. A. A. 
Sarkisov and L. G. LeSage (Dordrecht, the Netherlands: NATO Science Series, Kluwer Academic Publishers, 
2003). 
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• Charles D. Ferguson, “Preventing Non-State Actors from Stealing, Buying, or Building Nuclear Weapons,” 
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• Charles D. Ferguson, “If Non-State Actors Acquire WMD, What Should Be Done?” Proceedings of the 19th UN 

Conference on Disarmament Issues, Sapporo, Japan, August 27-29, 2007. 
• Charles D. Ferguson, “The Magnitude of the Radiological Threat to Global Security—More Resources Are 

Needed,” Proceedings of the 48th INMM Annual Meeting, July 2007. 
• Charles D. Ferguson, “Assessing the Threat of Radiological Terrorism,” Journal of Nuclear Materials 

Management, Spring 2007, pp. 5-10. 
• Charles D. Ferguson and Lisa Obrentz, “Make It or Break It: The weapons labs built the bomb. Now they’re 

tasked with finding ways to get rid of it. Trouble is, old habits die hard,” Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 
March/April 2007, pp. 46-52.  

• Charles D. Ferguson and Peter van Ham, “Beyond the NRA Doctrine,” The National Interest, January/February 
2007, pp. 55-60. 

• Charles D. Ferguson, “Bombs Away: Can Anything Stop the Human Race from Blowing Itself Up With Nuclear 
Weapons?” Internationalist, Winter 2006, pp. 50-53, 56, 58. 

• Charles D. Ferguson, “Can Nuclear Forensics Trace a Detonated Nuclear Weapon to its Source?” Proceedings of 
the 2006 American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, August 31 – September 3, 2006. 

• Charles D. Ferguson and Joel O. Lubenau, “Understanding and Stopping Nuclear and Radiological Terrorism,” 
Global Dialogue, Winter/Spring 2006, pp. 44-58. 

• Jack Boureston and Charles D. Ferguson, “Iranian Research Indicates Pursuit of Nuclear Enrichment 
Technology,” Jane’s Intelligence Review, May 2006, pp. 44-45.  

• Charles D. Ferguson and Ray Takeyh, “Making the Right Call: How the World Can Limit Iran’s Nuclear 
Program,” Arms Control Today, March 2006, pp. 6-8, 11-12. 

• Charles D. Ferguson, “On the Loose: The Market for Nuclear Weapons,” Harvard International Review, Winter 
2006, pp. 52-57. 

• Jack Boureston and Charles D. Ferguson, “Strengthening Nuclear Safeguards: Special Committee to the 
Rescue?” Arms Control Today, December 2005, pp. 17-22. 
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• Jack Boureston and Charles D. Ferguson, “Laser Enrichment: Separation Anxiety,” Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists, March/April 2005, pp. 14-18.  

• Charles D. Ferguson, “Gli Arsenali Invisibili del Terrore [The Invisible Arsenal of Terror],” Limes [Italy’s 
journal of geopolitics], 1/2005, pp. 99-104.  

• Charles Ferguson and Ray Takeyh, “Teheran sulla soglia [Teheran on the threshold],” Rivista di Aspen Institute 
Italia, volume title: “La seconda era nucleare [The second nuclear age],” Aspenia, No. 27, 2004, pp. 98-103. 

• Charles D. Ferguson, “Can Bush or Kerry Prevent Nuclear Terrorism?” Arms Control Today, September 2004, 
pp. 13-15. 

• Joel O. Lubenau and Charles D. Ferguson, “Security of Radioactive Sources in the United States,” NIS Export 
Control Observer, July 2004, pp. 2-8. 

• Charles D. Ferguson, “Counterproliferation and Nonproliferation Backgrounder,” Physics & Society, July 2004, 
pp. 2-3.  

• Charles D. Ferguson and Jack Boureston, “IAEA Puts Iranian Laser-Enrichment Technology in the Spotlight,” 
Jane’s Intelligence Review, July 2004, pp. 38-41. 

• William C. Potter, Charles D. Ferguson, and Leonard S. Spector, “The Four Faces of Nuclear Terror and the 
Need for a Prioritized Response,” Foreign Affairs, May/June 2004, pp. 130-132. 

• Jack Boureston and Charles D. Ferguson, “Schooling Iran’s Atom Squad,” Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 
May/June 2004, pp. 31-35. 

• Charles D. Ferguson, “The Threat of Nuclear Terrorism in Europe,” The New Presence, Spring 2004, pp. 34-36. 
• Charles D. Ferguson and Alessandro Andreoni, “Le Vie Della ‘Bomba Sporca’ [The Ways of the ‘Dirty 

Bomb’],” Limes [Italy’s journal of geopolitics], 1/2004, pp. 93-100. 
• Jack Boureston and Charles D. Ferguson, “Assessing Iran’s Plutonium Reprocessing Capabilities,” Jane’s 

Intelligence Review, March 2004, pp. 40-43. 
• Peter D. Zimmerman and Charles D. Ferguson, “Sweeping the Skies,” Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 

November/December 2003, pp. 57-61. 
• Charles D. Ferguson and Joel O. Lubenau, “Securing U.S. Radioactive Sources,” Issues in Science and 

Technology, Fall 2003, pp. 67-73; reprinted as book chapter in Russell D. Howard and James J.F. Forest, eds., 
Weapons of Mass Destruction and Terrorism (New York: McGraw-Hill, 2007). 

• Charles D. Ferguson, “Protecting Nuclear Material and Facilities: A Standards-Based Approach,” Physics & 
Society, October 2003, pp. 20-25. 

• Charles D. Ferguson and Leonard S. Spector, “Closing the Gap in Export Licensing Rules of High-Risk 
Radioactive Sources,” Proceedings of the 44th INMM Annual Meeting, July 2003.  

• Charles D. Ferguson, “Reducing the Threat of RDDs,” IAEA Bulletin, Volume 45, Number 1, 2003, pp. 37-40. 
• Michael Jasinski, Cristina Chuen, and Charles D. Ferguson, “Russia: Of Truth and Testing,” Bulletin of the 

Atomic Scientists, September/October 2002, pp. 60-65; plus sidebar: Charles D. Ferguson, “Just a coincidence?” 
pp. 62-63. 

• Piers M. Wood and Charles D. Ferguson, “How China Might Invade Taiwan,” Naval War College Review, 
Autumn 2001, pp. 55-68. 

• Charles Ferguson and John Pike, “Missile Defense and Arms Control,” PIR Reports Series, Report No. 23, PIR 
Center for Policy Studies in Russia, September 2000, pp. 42-51, and also published in Russian in PIR Study 
Paper No. 15: “U.S. NMD: Implications for Strategic Stability and Arms Control,” ed. Ivan Safranchuk, 
September 2000, pp. 47-58. 

• Charles Ferguson, “Missile Defense: A Roadblock to Nuclear Disarmament,” Nuclear Weapons Convention 
Monitor, Issue 1, April 2000, pp. 9-10. 

• Charles D. Ferguson and John E. Pike, “National Missile Defence: Developing Disaster,” Disarmament 
Diplomacy, March 2000, pp. 3-5. 

• Charles Ferguson, “Sparking a Buildup: U.S. Missile Defense and China’s Nuclear Arsenal,” Arms Control 
Today, March 2000, pp. 13-18. 

• Charles D. Ferguson, “Bait and Switch – Is Anti-North Korean Missile Defense Designed for China?” F.A.S. 
Public Interest Report, Volume 52, Number 6, November/December 1999, pp. 10-12. 

• Charles D. Ferguson and Keith G. Tidball, “Man-Overboard Signaling Technology Can Save Lives,” United 
States Naval Institute Proceedings, April 1999, pp. 88-89. 

• Charles D. Ferguson, “New Russian Arms Control Centers in the Weapons Complex,” F.A.S. Public Interest 
Report, Volume 52, Number 2, March/April 1999, p. 9.  
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• Charles D. Ferguson, “Tritium: TVA Gets the Nod,” Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, March/April 1999, pp. 12-
14. 

• Charles Ferguson, “FAS Sponsors Nuclear Warhead Transparency Workshop,” F.A.S. Public Interest Report, 
Volume 51, Number 6, November/December 1998, p. 5.  

• Charles D. Ferguson, “A Worst Case Missile Threat to China,” F.A.S. Public Interest Report, Volume 51, 
Number 5, September/October 1998, pp. 9-12.  

• Charles D. Ferguson, “Nuclear Arms: Reduction or Replacement?” F.A.S. Public Interest Report, Volume 51, 
Number 4, July/August 1998, pp. 9-10.   

 
Congressional Testimonies 

• “A Review of U.S. International Efforts to Secure Radiological Materials,” Testimony to the Subcommittee on 
Oversight of Government Management, the Federal Workforce, and the District of Columbia, Senate Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, March 13, 2007. 

• “A Review of the Department of Energy’s Global Threat Reduction Initiative,” Hearing on Reducing the Threat of 
Nuclear Terrorism, Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, House Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
May 24, 2005.  

 
Commentaries (Opinion Articles) 

• Charles D. Ferguson, “Tale of Two Hospitalities,” Korea Times, September 19, 2007.  
• Charles D. Ferguson, “Nudge China and India on Energy,” Press-Enterprise (Riverside, CA), April 29, 2007, p. 

D6. 
• Charles D. Ferguson, “Counterproductive Confrontation,” Baltimore Sun, January 31, 2007, p. 15A. 
• Bruce W. MacDonald and Charles D. Ferguson, “Responding to China’s Anti-satellite Test,” Christian Science 

Monitor, January 22, 2007, p. 8. 
• Charles Ferguson, “Nuclear Risk Could Be an Inside Job,” Sydney Morning Herald, January 9, 2007, p. 9. 
• Warren Stern and Charles D. Ferguson, “The Bad Guys Know What They’re Doing,” International Herald 

Tribune, December 20, 2006, p. 8. 
• Charles D. Ferguson, “Facing the Mid-Life Crisis of the Non-Proliferation Treaty,” Opening Argument, Yale 

Law School, October 2006, pp. 3, 6. 
• Charles D. Ferguson and Lisa Obrentz, “Make Africa No-Nuke Zone,” Baltimore Sun, October 17, 2006, p. 11A. 
• Charles D. Ferguson, “Security is Vital in U.S.-India Nuke Deal,” Christian Science Monitor, September 19, 

2006, p. 7. 
• Charles D. Ferguson and William C. Potter, “Lining Up to Enrich Uranium,” International Herald Tribune, 

September 13, 2006, p. 8. 
• Charles D. Ferguson and Dinshaw Mistry, “Moving Away from Missile Programs,” Boston Globe, June 19, 

2006, p. A11. 
• Charles D. Ferguson and Victor Mizin, “Russia Can Help Resolve Iran Crisis,” Baltimore Sun, May 22, 2006, p. 

13A. 
• Charles D. Ferguson, “Nuclear Lessons for Today,” Christian Science Monitor, April 26, 2006, p. 9. 
• Charles D. Ferguson, “Tackling the Risks of Nuclear Terrorism,” Seattle Times, April 26, 2006, p. B7. 
• Charles D. Ferguson, “Thwart Weapons Program by Furnishing Fuel, Security,” Press-Enterprise (Riverside, 

CA), April 23, 2006, p. D1. 
• Charles D. Ferguson and Svend Soeyland, “A Dangerous Solution,” Baltimore Sun, February 20, 2006, p. 9A. 
• Charles D. Ferguson, “Lessons of Desert Fox,” Boston Globe, February 14, 2006, p. A13; reprinted as Charles D. 

Ferguson, “Been There, Botched that,” International Herald Tribune, February 15, 2006.  
• Jack Boureston and Charles D. Ferguson, “Keep Your Enemy Closer,” Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 

November/December 2005, pp. 25, 76. 
• Charles D. Ferguson and Ray Takeyh, “Ban (Your) Nukes!” International Herald Tribune, October 7, 2005, p. 7. 
• Joel O. Lubenau and Charles D. Ferguson, “Florida Could Lose in Battle Over Nuclear Rules,” Orlando Sentinel, 

October 5, 2005.  
• Jack Boureston and Charles D. Ferguson, “Finding Nuclear Sanity: West Could Guide Iran’s Nuclear Energy 

Research,” Defense News, August 29, 2005, p. 21. 
• Charles D. Ferguson and Daniel Keegan, “Security through Selfishness,” Baltimore Sun, May 8, 2005, p. 5C. 
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• Brian D. Finlay and Charles D. Ferguson, “Bush, Congress Should Act: Tougher Measures Needed on Terror 
Weapons,” Newsday, December 20, 2004, p. A37. 

• Charles D. Ferguson and William C. Potter, “Terror and the Nuclear Threat: U.S. Underestimates the Growing 
Threat of Crude Bombs,” San Jose Mercury News, October 10, 2004, p. 1 of Perspective Section. 

• Charles D. Ferguson, “Preventing a Nuclear 9/ll: First, Secure the Highly Enriched Uranium,” International 
Herald Tribune, September 24, 2004, p. 6.   

• Charles Ferguson and Kaleb Redden, “Facing the Inevitable: Arm Public with Facts on Dirty Bomb Defense,” 
Defense News, February 9, 2004, p. 53. 

• Charles D. Ferguson and Joel O. Lubenau, “Too Much Potential for Local Dirty Bomb Attack,” Philadelphia 
Inquirer, June 30, 2003, p. A11. 

• Charles Ferguson and Karl Inderfurth, “Defusing Dirty Bombs: Proposed Legislation Would Control Critical 
Material,” Defense News, February 10, 2003, p. 37. 

• Charles Ferguson, “Loosen the Fingers on Nuclear Triggers,” Defense News, April 22, 2002, p. 21.  
• Charles D. Ferguson, “An Unsafe Missile Defense,” The Harvard Crimson, May 5, 2000, p. A10. 
• Charles D. Ferguson, “Nuclear Espionage and the Role of Scientists,” Physics and Society, Volume 29, Number 

1, January 2000, pp. 8-9. 
• Philipp C. Bleek and Charles D. Ferguson, “Missile Defense a Threat to U.S. Security,” Miami Herald, 

December 27, 1999, p. 9B and published as “National missile defense risks threat to U.S. security,” Northeast 
Mississippi Daily Journal, December 21, 1999; “U.S. missiles would send wrong signal,” Rome News-Tribune 
(Rome, Georgia), January 9, 2000, syndicated by Knight-Ridder/Tribune News Service, December 21, 1999. 

• Charles Ferguson, “Pakistan Coup: Another Step toward the Nuclear Brink,” Defense News, November 1, 1999, 
p. 19. 

• Charles D. Ferguson, “Nuclear Test Ban Treaty Needed to Help Prevent Nuclear War,” Charlotte Observer, 
September 3, 1999; also published as “Nuke Test Ban Treaty Essential to a Safer World,” Delta Democrat 
Times, September 5, 1999; “Treaty Needed to Prevent Nuke War,” Las Vegas Review-Journal, September 6, 
1999; “Seize Unique Chance to Pass Nuclear Treaty,” Wichita Eagle, September 6, 1999; “Senate Vote Could 
Curb Proliferation,” Albuquerque Journal, September 7, 1999, syndicated by Knight-Ridder/Tribune News 
Service. 

• Charles Ferguson and Daryl Kimball, “Test Ban Treaty is the Last Line of Defense Against Nuclear Espionage,” 
Minneapolis-St. Paul Star Tribune, June 4, 1999.  

• Charles Ferguson, “Ratify Test Ban Treaty To Help Protect Nuclear Secrets,” Defense News, May 24, 1999, p. 
19. 

• Charles Ferguson and Frank von Hippel, “U.S. Tritium Production Plan Lacks Strategic Rationale,” Defense 
News, December 7-13, 1998, p. 29. 

• Charles D. Ferguson, “Uranium Deal: A Security Threat,” Albuquerque Journal, August 15, 1998 and published 
as “The Price for Nuclear Security,” Sacramento Bee, September 18, 1998, syndicated by Knight-Ridder/Tribune 
News Service. 

 
Letters-to-the-Editor 

• Charles D. Ferguson, “The New Nuclear Threat,” Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, January/February 2007, p. 5. 
• Jack Boureston and Charles D. Ferguson’s response to “A Misguided Offer?” Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 

May/June 2006, p. 7. 
• Charles D. Ferguson, “Building a Bomb Without a State,” The Washington Post, February 19, 2005, p. A30. 
• Charles D. Ferguson and Joel O. Lubenau, “‘Dirty Bombs’: Halt Terrorists’ Access to Radioactive Materials,” 

Seattle Post-Intelligencer, June 19, 2003, p. B7. 
• Charles D. Ferguson, “Dealing on Nukes,” The Washington Post, June 5, 2002, p. A22. 
• Charles Ferguson, “The Missile Defense Program,” The Washington Post, July 24, 2000, p. A22. 
• Philipp C. Bleek and Charles D. Ferguson, “U.S. Nuclear Missile Shield,” The Los Angeles Times, April 2, 2000, 

p. M4.  
• Philipp C. Bleek and Charles D. Ferguson, “More reaction to the test ban treaty vote,” The Washington Times, 

October 21, 1999, p. A22.  
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