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 Michelle Gavin is an adjunct fellow for Africa at the Council on Foreign Relations.  Ms. Gavin was 
most recently an international affairs fellow at the Council, examining the implications for U.S. foreign 
policy of the youth bulge in the developing world. She also authored the Council Special Report, Planning 
for Post-Mugabe Zimbabwe.  
 
 Before joining the Council, Ms. Gavin served as legislative director to U.S. Senator Ken Salazar (D-
CO). She had previously spent six years serving as the primary foreign policy adviser to Senator Russ 
Feingold (D-WI), where she worked on a broad range of initiatives, including the creation of the Special 
Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruction and the reform of U.S. policy relating to HIV/AIDS treatment 
abroad, among others. She has also served as the staff director of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee's 
Subcommittee on African Affairs.  
 
 Ms. Gavin earned her undergraduate degree from Georgetown University's School of Foreign 
Service, and an MPhil in international relations from Oxford University, where she was a Rhodes Scholar. 
She recently taught a course on contemporary African politics at the United States Naval Academy in 
preparation for the Naval Academy Foreign Affairs Conference. She is a member of the Board of Directors 
of the TRACE Institute, a non-profit organization devoted to researching and promoting effective methods of 
combating corruption. She is also a term member of the Council on Foreign Relations. 
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