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Colonel Bjarne M. Iverson is the U.S. Army fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR).  

Most recently Colonel Iverson served a seventeen-month assignment as the executive officer to General David 

H. Petraeus in Iraq and at U.S. Central Command. 

Colonel Iverson received his commission as an engineer officer and concurrently serves as a Middle East foreign 

area officer. He has been assigned to a variety of operational and staff assignments throughout the United 

States, Latin America, Europe, and Middle East, including participation in operations Just Cause, Desert Shield, 

Desert Storm, Desert Fox, Desert Thunder, and Iraqi Freedom. 

Colonel Iverson holds a BS from George Mason University, an MA from Princeton University, an MS from the 

U.S. Army War College, and a certification from the Defense Language Institute for Arabic. 
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