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Sebastian Mallaby is director of the Maurice R. Greenberg Center for Geoeconomic Studies (CGS), 
deputy director of the David Rockefeller Studies Program, and Paul A. Volcker senior fellow for 
international economics at the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR). An experienced journalist and an 
acclaimed author, Mr. Mallaby joined CFR from the Washington Post, where he served as a columnist and 
editorial board member. In addition to his oversight of the CGS and his role in managing the Studies 
Program, Mr. Mallaby is examining how the interplay of economics and politics is shaping international 
relations, and is currently working on a book on hedge funds. His interests cover a wide variety of domestic 
and international issues, including globalization, trade, investment trends, international development, and 
economic policy. 
 
In 2003, Mr. Mallaby went on leave from the Washington Post to become a senior fellow at CFR, where he 
wrote a history of the World Bank under James Wolfensohn. The book, entitled The World’s Banker, was 
published in October 2004. It was named as an “Editor’s Choice” by the New York Times and became a 
Washington Post bestseller. An essay in the Financial Times commented that “Mallaby's book may well be the 
most hilarious depiction of a big organization and its controversial boss since Michael Lewis's, Liar’s 
Poker.” 
 

Before joining the Post in 1999, Mr. Mallaby spent thirteen years with The Economist. While at The 

Economist, he worked in London, where he wrote about international finance; in Africa, where he covered 
Nelson Mandela’s release and the collapse of apartheid; and in Japan, where he covered the breakdown of 

the country’s political and economic consensus. Between 1997 and 1999, Mr. Mallaby was The Economist’s 
Washington bureau chief and wrote the magazine’s weekly Lexington column on American politics and 

foreign policy. 

 
Mr. Mallaby has also contributed to numerous other publications, including Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, 

Prospect (UK), New York Times, The New Republic, Slate, Policy Review, and National Interest. He is the author 

of After Apartheid: The Future of South Africa, which was listed by the New York Times as one of the notable 
books of 1992. His Foreign Affairs essay on failed states in 2002 was cited by commentators in the New 

York Times, Financial Times, and Time Magazine.  

 
Mr. Mallaby was educated at Oxford. He graduated in 1986 with a First Class degree in Modern History. 
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