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Colonel Jeff Newell is a military fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations. A command pilot in the U.S. 
Air Force with more than 3,500 flying hours, primarily in the C-130, he was the commander of the 12th 
Operations Group, 12th Flying Training Wing, Randolph Air Force Base, Texas, where he was responsible 
for directing AETC’s Pilot Instructor Training, Combat Officer (Navigator) Training, and the USAF 
Advanced Instrument School. Prior to taking command of the 12th Operations Group, Newell served as the 
Air Force aide to President George W. Bush, and was responsible for carrying the President’s emergency 
satchel and executing emergency plans for the protection of the President. He has extensive flying 
experience in Air Mobility Command and Air Force Special Operations Command, as well staff assignments 
on the air staff at the Pentagon.   
 
Newell is a graduate of the Squadron Officer School, Army Command and Staff College, and the Air War 
College. He holds an MA in international relations from Troy State University, an MA from the School of 
Advanced Air and Space Power Studies, and a BS in Aerospace Engineering from the Georgia Institute of 
Technology. 
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