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Paul B. Stares is the General John W. Vessey senior fellow for conflict prevention and director of the
Center for Preventive Action at the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR). Besides overseeing a series
of Council Special Reports on potential sources of instability and strife, he is currently working on a
study assessing long term conflict trends. Dr. Stares recently led an expert working group on
preventive diplomacy for the Genocide Prevention Task Force co-chaired by Madeleine Albright and
William Cohen. He is also a member of the East-West Institute’s international task force on
preventive diplomacy.

Prior to joining CFR, Stares was the vice president and director of the Center for Conflict Analysis
and Prevention at the United States Institute of Peace. Stares worked as an associate director and
senior research scholar at Stanford University’s Center for International Security and Cooperation
from 2000 to 2002, was a senior research fellow at the Japan Institute of International Affairs and
director of studies at the Japan Center for International Exchange from 1996 to 2000, and was a
senior fellow and research associate in the foreign policy studies program at the Brookings Institution
from 1984 to 1996. He has also been a NATO fellow and a scholar-in-residence at the MacArthur
Foundation’s Moscow office.

Stares is the author of numerous books and articles, including Preparing for Sudden Change in North
Korea; Rethinking the “War on Terror: New Approaches to Conflict Prevention and Management in the Post-
9/11 World; The New Security Agenda: A Global Survey; and Global Habit: The Drug Problem in a
Borderless World.
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